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tholemew's Hospitals, in London, are 
St) great, that the reflection must de- 
prive most to whom it might occurr, of 
tlie pleasure which the magnificence of 
those buildings would otherwise occa- 
sion. Alter a necessary attention has 
been paid to durability, it is evident 
that cheapness of construction in build- 
ings of this nature, should be con- 
sidered as a primary object. It would 
therefore be worth while to determine, 
whether slated cottages could not be 
raised at a cheaper rate, for the accom- 
modation of a greater number of peo- 
ple at the rural establishment proposed, 
than any other species of building ; 
and if a number of stories, should, 
on the contrary, be proved cheaper, 
then to determine whether much might 
not be saved by laying the floors with 
plaster (gypsum) instead of board, as 
IS practised in Derbyshire and Staf- 
fordshire ; (for which materials might 
be obtained at a cheap rate from the 
gypsum quarries in the neighbour- 
hood of Belfast) or to lay them with 
large square tiles, in the same manner 
as is done at Paris. It would also be 
worth consideration, whether cast iron 
might not be substituted for wood to 
advantage, in the principle supports of 
the rools, while timber is at the present 
high price. '1 he opinion of many good 
judges is in favour of this measure, and 
a very ingenious gentleman of Bir- 
mingham (Mr. Norton) has lately taken 
a patent for a mode of doing this, which 
he asserts he can prove to be cheaper 
than constructing a roof of w6od. 

Enough has been written on the sub- 
ject of food for the poor, by Sir Benja- 
min Thomson (perhaps better known by 
the name of Count Rumford, as prefer- 
ring the latter title, though for reasons 
which are not very obvious) torender any 
thing on this head almost superfluous. 
It may not, however, be amiss, to re- 
mind the gentlemen who may have the 
management of such an institution, of an 
erronw hich was madeon this point at the 
House of Industry in Dublin, in teeding 
people on wbeaten bread, who hid, all 
their lives before been used to live on 
oaten bread, or potatoes instead of it. 
Manyphysicians are of opinion that po- 
tatoes do not atford sufficient nourish- 
ment by themselves ; but granting this, 
which however seems very doubtful. It 
is c«rtain the deficiency might be made 
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up in a much cheaper manner, by soups, 
prepared by some of the excellent re- 
ceipts of the above author, or perhaps 
by a proper allowance of milk, than by 
any quantity of wheat bread, at iU 
Usual price. 

Many particulars would have to 
be considered in detail,' besides those 
mentioned, in carrying a plan of this 
nature into execution ; but the- gentle- 
men who would have to superintend 
the business here, on account of their 
superior iocaK knowledge, could best 
arran^ matters of this nature ; and in- 
deed in this respect Belfast has con- 
siderable advantage ; for in few towns 
in the kingdom can a greater num- 
ber of liberal and enlightened gen- 
tlemen be found, more capable of 
directing such an institution in the 
best manner. 

It might appear after this assertion, that 
advice to gentlemen of this descriptioix 
is superfiuous, and what is here writ- 
ten might be spared ; but there is no 
certainty that the same thoughts will 
occur to the best informed minds, as 
might to others, perhaps not so well 
prepared ; and perhaps something may- 
occur in those pages, which may be 
found of essential utility, when proper- 
ly matured by competent judge's. At 
all events, what has been written, pro- 
ceeds alone from a desire to do good : 
and as it was well intended, it is hoped 
it will be so considered. J. W. B. 

Belfast, Sept. 180d. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine, 

SURRY INSTITUTIOW, 

THIS Institution Is for the same 
purposes, as the Royal Institution 
of London: lectures are given at the 
buildings belonging to it, on various 
blanches of science and literature with 
considerable ability, and a good library- 
is provided for the use of the members. 
Institutions of this nature are becom- 
ing every J ear more general in England, 
and prom'ise fair to diffuse a taste for 
the sciences, which no doubt, will, in 
many instances, produce that degree of 
information capable of extending and 
improvmgthe general state of know- 
ledge. The example of England, will, 
we hope, be followed by Ireland in this 
respect. It will indeed be in some de- 
gree necessary ; for the ?<tmmon forms 
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©f Education will soon he insufficient 
to furnish tlie information fit for the 
geueral intercourse of polished society-. 
A gentleman will be always expected to 
be better informed than the labouring, 
classes, and if he is not, wUl meet with 
some unpleasant sensations of inferiority 
m eompany, that every manly spirit 
w;oul4 wistk fo avoid ; and mere capabi- 
lity of reading; and writing will, soon 
eease ta b£ a distinction ; for tUe new 
discoveries of metBods by which these 
primacy acquirements can be taught to 
gr?at nuoabers of children at once at a 
■eery trifling expense, will in a few 
years rrtost probubly make this sniall 
portion of learning universal among the 
lo\¥est rattks of society. 

The apartments of the Survy Ib- 
stitutioii, consist of two elegant and 
convenient, rooms for reading sews- 
papers, pamphlets, and pei'iodical 
works. A square roorn for the recep- 
tion of the large philosophical appa- 
ratus. A -raost sviperb circular anti. 
room for containing the sniallep appa- 
i^tus, htted up ia the stvyle of an open- 
Grecian temple, between the columns 
of whicJi are an assemblage o( bronze 
statiies, represeating the Fathers of 
ScieiiceaiKl Literature, such as-Iiomer, 
Racon, Locke, Newton, Barrow, 
Franklio, &c. &c. This opens tio a 
square anti room, which leads on the 
right to a eoiiversktion-rooiii and to the 
laboratory, which latter has been fitted 
lip under the immediate direction of 
Mr. Kniglit, of Fostei lane, and is 
allowed by good judges to be at once 
convenient, compact, and elegant. 
On the left of this anti-room is the li- 
brary, near sixty feet long, and twenty- 
torn feet high, with a gallery on three 



sides, to which there is an easy access 
by a lliglit of safe step^ : the centre open- 
ing of this square anti-room leads di- 
rectly to the Jecture-ropm or theatre, 
which we venture to announce one of 
the most complete and elegant of its 
size in the metropolis ; it is a circular 
building, and consists of an amphithe- 
atre, of eighteen rows of seats, an under 
and an upper gallery, the latter of which 
is supported by eight pillars, composed 
of, Derbyshire spar, and crowned sound 
the dome by a ballustrade of British 
n>Brble, th^ whole of which was erect- 
ed by the late proprietor, Mr. James 
Paikinsoii, at an e.vpense of upwards 
of five hundred guineas. 

It lias t)e;;n wett observed in the pros- 
pectus of this Institution, that, "Public 
Literary Institutions are the highest 
oilianient of a state," and it surely 
must be a source of high gratificatioiv 
and exultation to the inhabitants of 
the »i«tropolis, when they reflect (hat 
tlwir fellow creatures in ahnost every 
otiier natbn in Europe are mourning 
amidst the smoaking ruius of their cities, 
towns, and villages, they are peaceably 
proceeding in. the jiatiis of science, and 
throi^gh the wonderful works of nature, 
illustrated and rendered farniliar b,y 
numerous experiments in this place, 
and are looking with increased rever- 
eiKse and adoration up to Nature's God, 

ft would be unjust to the pre- 
sent lecturer on experimental philoso- 
phy and cbeniislry'at this Institution, 
not give him tlie praise of a popu- 
lar and manly eloquence, and of con^ 
ducting his various and impressive 
experiments with great precision, and 
considerable originality. 
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BUT in the summer, there are much 
fewer residents in the luetropoiis, 
and in proportion stilj less sickness ; 
prevented, therefore, as he was, by 
the mutijal intluence of his tame, 
iuid of his seB&ibility, from the en- 



joyment of any relaxation at Upton-, 
^wiiither, if he went, messages fre- 
quently intercepted him) he chpse 
to retreat, for a few weeks, at thij 
salubrious season of the year to Lea- 
Hall, in Cheshire, a seat belonging 
to the Leicester family, about 18 
miles from Warrington, where twa 
of his brothers resided in the year 



